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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICE OF CURRENT INTELLIGENCE 
2 January 1953 


COMMENT ON INDONESIAN DEFENSE MINISTER'S RESIGNATION 


The resignation today of the Indonesian Defense Minister, 
the Sultan of Jogjakarta, indicates that his efforts to 
westernize the army and eliminate undesirable elements from 
it have been completely defeated by his radical, nationalistic 
enemies in Parliament. Five other Ministers are threatening 
to resign in support of the Sultan, thus endangering the 
existence of the entire Cabinet. 


The possibility of civil war has again arisen between 
army groups loyal to the Sultan and army adherents of the 
parliamentarians who forced his resignation, President 
Sukarno, however, could probably prevent any such outbreak 
because of the respect for his authority held by both the 
opposing factions. 


The Sultan has exercized a moderate and stabilizing 
influence on the Indonesian Government and has made 
determined attempts to Suppress widespread insurgency. His 
departure will facilitate the efforts of radical elements 
to gain control of the government. 
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